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Course 
 

AP World History: Modern 

Teacher(s) 
 

Ms. Datz 

Due Date 9/2/20 - Personal Essays #1, 2 & 3 
9/2/20 - Developments in East Asia Guided Reading & 
SPICE-T Notes 

Grade Category/Weight for Q1 Both parts of the AP World History: Modern Summer 
Assignment are optional and ungraded. These exercises are 
meant for skill development and enrichment, and therefore are 
not required for success on the AP Exam. 

NJ Student Learning Standards 
Covered 

SOC.6.2.12 - All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 
to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect 
issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills 
enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 
ethically responsible citizens. 
SOC.9-12.1.1.2 - Analyze how change occurs through time due 
to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 
advancements and changes in the political and economic 
landscape. 
LA.RH.9-10.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of history and the social 
sciences; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone. 
LA.RH.9-10.7 - Integrate quantitative or technical analysis 
(e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or 
digital text, to analyze information presented via different 
mediums. 

Description of Assignment Personal Essays #1, 2, & 3 require students to respond to three 
essay prompts in which they apply the main reasoning processes 
employed on an AP History Exam to their life experiences as 
students. Students must also include a pre-writing 
organizational chart or diagram for each essay. 

The Developments in East Asia Guided Reading & SPICE-T 
Notes include eleven pages of reading from the AMSCO AP 
World History: Modern supplemental text and SPICE-T notes 
that serve as a graphic organizer for the content from the 
reading. 

Purpose of Assignment 
 

Personal Essays #1, 2, & 3:  It is essential that students develop 
an understanding of the reasoning processes utilized on the AP 
Exam. By students connecting these processes to their own 

 



AP World History Summer Assignment 
Ms. Datz 

2020-2021 School Year 

experiences they are introduced to them in a meaningful and 
relatable way. Also, this work will set up a strong foundation 
and a point of reference for the different essay styles on the AP 
Exam that are introduced throughout the year. 
 
Developments in East Asia Guided Reading & SPICE-T Notes: 
The assigned reading serves as an introduction to the AP World 
History course curriculum and a preview of Unit 1:  The Global 
Tapestry. In addition, the SPICE-T Notes allow students to 
practice analyzing and applying some of the major themes of 
AP World History to a topic we will be discussing at the 
beginning of the school year. 

Specific Expectations 
 

Students will show significant initiative to skillfully plan, 
organize, interpret, carry out tasks and record in depth findings 
in order to meaningfully observe and reflect on ideas about 
world history and specific historical skills. 
Students that choose to complete this summer assignment are 
expected to finish and submit all work by the provided due date 
while following all instructions correctly and completing all 
work individually. 
Summer assignments will not be accepted past the given due 
date. 

Where to Locate Assignment Hard Copy - High School Guidance Office 
 
Digital Copy- District website 
 

Helpful Resource(s)  
 

Instructor 
 

Carley Datz:  CDatz@clearviewregional.edu 

Supervisor of English & Social Studies 
  

Diane Bernstein: DBernstein@clearviewregional.edu 
 
Email will be checked once a week in the summer. 
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Personal Essays - Reasoning Processes 

The basis of any AP History Exam is to utilize historical thinking skills and carry out the practices of a true 

historian. In conducting such practice, students apply three major cognitive operations to historical content. 

These cognitive operations, or reasoning processes, include Continuity and Change over Time, Comparison, 

and Causation. These three reasoning processes also represent the three major essay styles on the AP Exam. 

Directions:  As an introduction to the three core reasoning processes addressed on the AP Exam, you will 

respond to the following essay prompts by applying these processes to your own life experiences up to this 

point. You must also provide a brief t-chart, venn diagram, or other graphic organizer before you write each 

essay. There is no length requirement for the essays, but each essay should NOT exceed two pages (double- 

spaced with Times New Roman Font) meaning you should have NO MORE THAN SIX total pages of essay 

writing. The pre-writing graphic organizer is NOT included in the total page count. For example, you can have a 

venn diagram for your essay on one page and then two separate pages of writing for your essay response. The 

essay prompts are as follows: 

1. Examine your education and school experience from elementary school all the way until now 

(elementary school, middle school, and high school). What has changed and what has stayed the same 

as you got older? (Continuity and Change over Time) 

2. Compare your 7th grade school year to your 8th grade school year. How were they different? How 

were they similar? What were the 3 major changes that occurred in your personal and academic life? 

(Comparison) 

*If you are a junior or a senior and would like to compare two years of high school instead of middle 

school you may do so, but please just be sure to choose two years in chronological order.  

3. What caused you to sign up for AP World History this year? What effects do you think it will have on 

your personal and academic life in the future? (Causation) 

Completion and Submission Options: 

·       You may download the essay prompts from this document and type your pre-writing graphic organizers 

and essays directly into the document (though you must not forget to save your edited version!). If you choose 

this option please type your responses in a different color and remove any numbers that Microsoft Word 

adds. 

·       Alternatively, you can type your pre-writing graphic organizers and essays into a new Word document OR 

write them on a sheet of lined paper. 

·       Assignments completed digitally can be emailed to me OR printed and submitted in person on September 

2nd for feedback. Handwritten assignments can be submitted in class on September 2nd for feedback as well.  

·       Whether you type or write out your graphic organizers and essays by hand please include your full name, 

the heading "Personal Essays - Reasoning Processes" at the top of the document, and number each pre-writing 
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graphic organizer and essay so I know which response goes with which prompt. 

Developments in East Asia (AMSCO, pages 1 – 11) 

Guided Reading 

Directions: Read the chapter titled “Developments in East Asia” (text pages including the Unit Introduction 

provided below). When you are finished reading, use the information from this entire chapter to complete the 

SPICE-T template provided (blank template). Each section of the chart should include 3 – 5 bullet points. 

Bullets do not have to be written in complete sentences but SHOULD include more than a single word or 

phrase. For “Culture,” no more than one bullet should refer to religious beliefs. See the provided SPICE-T 

Notes Exemplar for Ancient Egypt to guide you as you complete the SPICE-T template for the Song Dynasty. 

You may download this document and type your answers directly into it (though do not forget to save your 

edited version!). Alternatively, you can type your answers into a new Word document OR write your answers 

on a sheet of lined paper.  

SPICE-T Notes Exemplar 
 

  Ancient Egypt 

Social 

·   Family/Kinship 
·   Racial/Ethnic Constraints 
·   Gender Roles/Relationships 
·   Social & Economic Classes 
·   Entertainment 
·   Freedom & Rights 

 ·      Highly patriarchal, but women had more rights compared to other 

civilizations (property, marriage, divorce rights) 

·      Complex social hierarchy 

·      Upward mobility possible, but difficult 

Political  
· Conflict & War 

·   Revolts/Revolutions 

· Empires & Leaders/Groups 

· Nationalism/Nations 

· Political Structures & Forms 

of Governance 

· Courts/Laws 

·      Upper & Lower Egypt unified by King Menes 

·      Theocracy – pharaoh was a god-king; women could be pharaoh 

(rare) 

·      Professional military, large bureaucracy 

·      Old Kingdom collapsed due to internal weakness & unrest; Hyksos 

invasion ends Middle Kingdom; New Kingdom in decline after death of 

Ramses, frequent invasions  
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Interactions– between 

humans & the environment 

·   Disease 

·   Major Cities 

·   Settlement Patterns 

·   Demography 

·   Urbanization 

·   Migrations/ Movements 

·   Natural Resources 

·   Humans/Environment 

·      Nile River Valley, N.E. Africa 

·      Annual floods left rich soil, Surplus agriculture led to growth of cities 

     ·   Memphis (1st capital), Thebes (2nd capital), Heliopolis (cultural 

center) 

·      Climate change caused desertification (ca. 5000 BC); people moved 

closer to River 

Cultural 
· Religions, Belief Systems, 

Teachings, Philosophy 
· Holy Books 
· Art & Architecture 
· Education 
·   Writing & Literature 
·   Language 
·   Food, Customs, Music, & 

Dress 

·      Polytheistic – gods of human qualities, female priests & goddesses 

·      Hieroglyphics - the formal writing system used in Ancient Egypt 

·      Art and imagery ruled by decorum, stability 

·      Extensive use of mummification; believed souls needed an “earthly 

body” in the afterlife 

 

 

 

 

Economic 

· Agricultural/Pastoral 

Systems 

· Economic Systems 

· Trade & Commerce 

· Labor & Organization 

Systems 

· Industrialization 

· Banking & Currency 

· Business Organizations 

· Wealth Distribution 

 ·      Grew wheat, barley, papyrus, watermelon, gourds, sorghum; 

domesticated donkeys and cattle; Mined copper (for jewelry and tools) 

·      Trade throughout N.E. African region; Nubia important trade partner 

(got ebony, ivory, gold, gems, slaves) 

·      Trade with Mesopotamia to the north; trade on Red Sea w/ Ethiopia 

and Somalia (“Punt”) 

Technological  

· Inventions & Innovations 
· Industrialization 
· Science 
· Mathematics 
· Tools, Techniques, Machines 

& Weapons 
· Immunizations and 

Medicines 

·     Advanced engineering (huge temples and pyramids) 

·     Late to adopt metal tools & weapons 

·     Irrigation, sails, 365-day calendar, geometry, advanced knowledge of 

human anatomy 
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Name:  __________________________________ 
 

  Topic: 

Social 

·   Family/Kinship 
·   Racial/Ethnic 

Constraints 
·   Gender 

Roles/Relationships 
·   Social & Economic 

Classes 
·   Entertainment 
·   Freedom & Rights 

  

Political 
· Conflict & War 

·   Revolts/Revolutions 

· Empires & 

Leaders/Groups 

· Nationalism/Nations 

· Political Structures &

Forms of 

Governance 

· Courts/Laws 

  

 

 

 

 

Interactions– 

between humans & the 

environment 

·   Disease 

·   Major Cities 

·   Settlement Patterns 

·   Demography 

·   Urbanization 

·   Migrations/ 

Movements 

·   Natural Resources 

·   Humans/ 

Environment 
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Cultural 
· Religions, Belief 

Systems, Teachings, 
Philosophy 

· Holy Books 
· Art & Architecture 
· Education 
·   Writing & Literature 
·   Language 
·   Food, Customs, 

Music, & Dress 

 

Economic 

· Agricultural/Pastoral 

Systems 

· Economic Systems 

· Trade & Commerce 

· Labor & 

Organization 

Systems 

· Industrialization 

· Banking & Currency 

· Business 

Organizations 

· Wealth Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technological  

· Inventions 
· Innovations 
· Industrialization 
· Science 
· Mathematics 
· Tools, techniques, 

Machines & 
Weapons 

· Immunizations and 
Medicines 
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